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between the national government and 
the States, or on the distribution of 
power and responsibilities among the 
various levels of government. 
Accordingly, the FAA has not consulted 
with state authorities prior to 
publication of this final rule. 

For the reasons discussed above, I 
certify that this action (1) is not a 
‘‘significant regulatory action’’ under 
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a 
‘‘significant rule’’ under the DOT 
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44 
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) 
will not have a significant economic 
impact, positive or negative, on a 
substantial number of small entities 
under the criteria of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act. A final evaluation has 
been prepared for this action and it is 
contained in the Rules Docket. A copy 
of it may be obtained by contacting the 
Rules Docket at the location provided 
under the caption ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39 

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation 
safety, Incorporation by reference, 
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

■ Accordingly, pursuant to the authority 
delegated to me by the Administrator, 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
amends part 39 of the Federal Aviation 
Regulations (14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES

■ 1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§ 39.13 [Amended]

■ 2. Section 39.13 is amended by adding 
a new airworthiness directive to read as 
follows:
2003–16–05 Pratt & Whitney: Amendment 

39–13258. Docket No. 2002–NE–41–AD.
Applicability: This airworthiness directive 

(AD) applies to Pratt & Whitney (PW) JT8D–
209, –217, –217A, –217C, and –219 series 
turbofan engines. These engines are installed 
on, but not limited to McDonnell Douglas 
MD–80 series airplanes.

Note 1: This AD applies to each engine 
identified in the preceding applicability 
provision, regardless of whether it has been 
modified, altered, or repaired in the area 
subject to the requirements of this AD. For 
engines that have been modified, altered, or 
repaired so that the performance of the 
requirements of this AD is affected, the 
owner/operator must request approval for an 
alternative method of compliance in 
accordance with paragraph (d) of this AD. 
The request should include an assessment of 
the effect of the modification, alteration, or 
repair on the unsafe condition addressed by 

this AD; and, if the unsafe condition has not 
been eliminated, the request should include 
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: You are responsible for 
having the actions required by this AD 
performed within the compliance times 
specified unless the actions have already 
been done. 

To prevent fracture of the 7th and 9th 
through 12th stage high pressure compressor 
(HPC) disks and 8th stage HPC hub, resulting 
in uncontained engine failure and damage to 
the airplane, do the following: 

(a) Perform initial and repetitive 
inspections of 7th and 9th through 12th stage 
HPC disks and 8th stage HPC hubs for 
corrosion pits and cracks after stripping the 
protective coating in accordance with the 
intervals specified in the compliance section 
and procedures specified in the 
accomplishment instructions of PW alert 
service bulletin (ASB) JT8D A6435, Revision 
1, dated March 7, 2003. 

(b) Before further flight, replace 7th and 
9th through 12th stage HPC disks and 8th 
stage HPC hubs found with corrosion pits or 
cracks beyond serviceable limits as defined 
by PW ASB JT8D A6435, Revision 1, dated 
March 7, 2003. 

(c) For the purposes of this AD, use the 
effective date of this AD for computing 
compliance intervals whenever PW ASB 
JT8D A6435, Revision 1, dated March 7, 
2003, refers to the release date of the ASB. 

Alternative Methods of Compliance 
(d) An alternative method of compliance or 

adjustment of the compliance time that 
provides an acceptable level of safety may be 
used if approved by the Manager, Engine 
Certification Office (ECO). Operators must 
submit their request through an appropriate 
FAA Principal Maintenance Inspector, who 
may add comments and then send it to the 
Manager, ECO.

Note 2: Information concerning the 
existence of approved alternative methods of 
compliance with this airworthiness directive, 
if any, may be obtained from the ECO.

Special Flight Permits 
(e) Special flight permits may be issued in 

accordance with §§ 21.197 and 21.199 of the 
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 21.197 
and 21.199) to operate the airplane to a 
location where the requirements of this AD 
can be done. 

Documents That Have Been Incorporated by 
Reference 

(f) The actions must be done in accordance 
with Pratt & Whitney alert service bulletin 
JT8D A6435, Revision 1, dated March 7, 
2003. This incorporation by reference was 
approved by the Director of the Federal 
Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) 
and 1 CFR part 51. Copies may be obtained 
from Pratt & Whitney, 400 Main St., East 
Hartford, CT 06108; telephone (860) 565–
8770; fax (860) 565–4503. Copies may be 
inspected at the FAA, New England Region, 
Office of the Regional Counsel, 12 New 
England Executive Park, Burlington, MA; or 
at the Office of the Federal Register, 800 
North Capitol Street, NW, suite 700, 
Washington, DC. 

Effective Date 

(g) This amendment becomes effective on 
September 12, 2003.

Issued in Burlington, Massachusetts, on 
July 30, 2003. 
Francis A. Favara, 
Acting Manager, Engine and Propeller 
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 03–19828 Filed 8–7–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 39 

[Docket No. 94–ANE–08–AD; Amendment 
39–13256; AD 2003–16–03] 

RIN 2120–AA64 

Airworthiness Directives; Turbomeca 
Arriel 1 Series Turboshaft Engines

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This amendment supersedes 
an existing airworthiness directive (AD) 
that applies to Turbomeca Arriel 1A, 1 
A1, 1 A2, 1 B, 1 C, 1 C1, 1 C2, 1 D, and 
1 D1 turboshaft engines. That AD 
currently requires repetitive checks for 
engine rubbing noise during gas 
generator rundown following engine 
shutdown, and for free rotation of the 
gas generator by rotating the compressor 
manually after the last flight of the day. 
In addition, the AD 95–11–01 requires 
installation of modification TU 202 or 
TU 197 as terminating action to the 
repetitive checks. This amendment adds 
additional engine models to the 
applicability section, eliminates the 
installation of modification TU 197 as a 
terminating action to the repetitive 
checks, requires additional inspections 
for engines that have modification TU 
197 installed, and requires the 
replacement of modifications TU 76 and 
TU 197 with modification TU 202, as a 
terminating action to the repetitive 
checks and inspections. This 
amendment is prompted by a report of 
an in-flight engine shutdown on an 
engine that had modification TU 197 
installed, and the need to update the 
modification standard on certain engine 
models. We are issuing this AD to 
prevent engine failure due to rubbing of 
the 2nd stage turbine disk on the 2nd 
stage turbine nozzle guide vanes, which 
could result in complete engine failure 
and damage to the helicopter.
DATES: Effective September 12, 2003. 
The incorporation by reference of 
certain publications listed in the
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regulations is approved by the Director 
of the Federal Register as of September 
12, 2003.

ADDRESSES: The service information 
referenced in this AD may be obtained 
from Turbomeca, 40220 Tarnos, France; 
telephone (33) 05 59 64 40 00, fax (33) 
05 59 64 60 80. This information may 
be examined, by appointment, at the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), 
New England Region, Office of the 
Regional Counsel, 12 New England 
Executive Park, Burlington, MA; or at 
the Office of the Federal Register, 800 
North Capitol Street, NW., suite 700, 
Washington, DC.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Antonio Cancelliere, Aerospace 
Engineer, Engine Certification Office, 
FAA, Engine and Propeller Directorate, 
12 New England Executive Park, 
Burlington, MA 01803–5299; telephone 
(781) 238–7751; fax (781) 238–7199.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A 
proposal to amend part 39 of the Federal 
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 39) 
by superseding AD 95–11–01, 
Amendment 39–9235 (60 FR 27023, 
May 22, 1995), which is applicable to 
Turbomeca Arriel 1A, 1 A1, 1 A2, 1 B, 
1 C, 1 C1, 1 C2, 1 D, and 1 D1 turboshaft 
engines was published in the Federal 
Register on March 10, 2003 (68 FR 
11342). That action proposed to add 
additional engine models to the 
applicability section, to eliminate the 
installation of modification TU 197 as a 
terminating action to the repetitive 
checks, to require additional inspections 
for engines that have modification TU 
197 installed, and to require the 
replacement of modifications TU 76 and 
TU 197 with modification TU 202, as a 
terminating action to the repetitive 
checks and inspections in accordance 
with Turbomeca Alert Service Bulletin 
(ASB) No. A292 72 0150, Update 6, 
dated September 4, 2000, and 
Turbomeca ASB No. A292 72 0212, 
Update 5, dated August 8, 2001. 
Information that describes procedures 
for checking for unusual noise during 
gas generator rundown on engine 
shutdown and after the last flight of the 
day may be found in SB No. 292 72 
0181, Update 3, dated September 15, 
1995. 

Addition of Helicopter Model to the 
Applicability 

Since the publication of the NPRM 
supercedure, 68 FR 11342, dated March 
10, 2003, we have learned that these 
turboshaft engines are also installed on 
certain Sikorsky S–76 A helicopters. 
The Sikorsky S–76 A has also been 
added to the applicability. 

Comments 
Interested persons have been afforded 

an opportunity to participate in the 
making of this amendment. No 
comments were received on the 
proposal or the FAA’s determination of 
the cost to the public. The FAA has 
determined that air safety and the 
public interest require the adoption of 
the rule as proposed. 

Correction in Note 1 to Alternative 
Methods of Compliance Paragraph 
Reference 

The reference in Note 1 to the 
alternative methods of compliance 
paragraph in the regulatory language 
section is corrected from (k) to (j) in this 
AD. 

Regulatory Analysis 
This final rule does not have 

federalism implications, as defined in 
Executive Order 13132, because it 
would not have a substantial direct 
effect on the States, on the relationship 
between the national government and 
the States, or on the distribution of 
power and responsibilities among the 
various levels of government. 
Accordingly, the FAA has not consulted 
with state authorities prior to 
publication of this final rule. 

For the reasons discussed above, I 
certify that this action (1) is not a 
‘‘significant regulatory action’’ under 
Executive Order 12866; (2) is not a 
‘‘significant rule’’ under the DOT 
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44 
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) 
will not have a significant economic 
impact, positive or negative, on a 
substantial number of small entities 
under the criteria of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act. A final evaluation has 
been prepared for this action and it is 
contained in the Rules Docket. A copy 
of it may be obtained by contacting the 
Rules Docket at the location provided 
under the caption ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39 
Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation 

safety, Incorporation by reference, 
Safety.

Adoption of the Amendment

■ Accordingly, pursuant to the authority 
delegated to me by the Administrator, 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
amends part 39 of the Federal Aviation 
Regulations (14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES

■ 1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§ 39.13 [Amended]

■ 2. Section 39.13 is amended by 
removing Amendment 39–9235 (60 FR 
27023, May 22, 1995) and by adding a 
new airworthiness directive, 
Amendment 39–13256, to read as 
follows:
2003–16–03 Turbomeca: Amendment 39–

13256. Docket No. 94–ANE–08–AD. 
Supersedes AD 95–11–01, Amendment 
39–9235

Applicability: This airworthiness directive 
(AD) applies to Turbomeca turboshaft engine 
models Arriel 1 A, 1 A1, 1 A2, 1 B, 1 C, 1 
C2, 1 D, 1 D1, 1 E2, 1 K, 1 K1, 1 S, and 1 
S1 that have not incorporated modification 
TU 202. These engines are installed on but 
not limited to Eurocopter AS–350 B, B1, and 
B2; SA–365 C, C2, N, N1, and N2; MBB–BK 
117 C–1 and C–2, certain Sikorsky S–76 A, 
certain Sikorsky S–76 C, and Agusta A109 K2 
helicopters.

Note 1: This AD applies to each engine 
identified in the preceding applicability 
provision, regardless of whether it has been 
modified, altered, or repaired in the area 
subject to the requirements of this AD. For 
engines that have been modified, altered, or 
repaired so that the performance of the 
requirements of this AD is affected, the 
owner/operator must request approval for an 
alternative method of compliance in 
accordance with paragraph (j) of this AD. The 
request should include an assessment of the 
effect of the modification, alteration, or repair 
on the unsafe condition addressed by this 
AD; and, if the unsafe condition has not been 
eliminated, the request should include 
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: You are responsible for 
having the actions required by this AD 
performed within the compliance times 
specified unless the actions have already 
been done. 

To prevent engine failure due to rubbing of 
the 2nd stage turbine disk on the 2nd stage 
nozzle guide vanes, which could result in 
complete engine failure and damage to the 
helicopter, do the following: 

(a) For Turbomeca Arriel 1 A, 1 A1, 1 A2, 
1 B, 1 C, 1 C1, 1 C2, 1 D, 1 D1, 1 E2, 1 K, 
1 K1, 1 S, and 1 S1 turboshaft engines that 
have incorporated modification TU 202, no 
further action is required. 

(b) For Turbomeca Arriel turboshaft 
engines Models 1 B, 1 D, or 1 D1 that have 
modification TU 76 or TU 197 installed, 
before further flight after the effective date of 
this AD, replace modification TU 76 or TU 
197 with modification TU 202 in accordance 
with 2.B.(1) through 2.C.(2) of Arriel 1 Alert 
Service Bulletin (ASB) No. A292 72 0150, 
Update 6, dated September 4, 2000. 

Daily Inspection for Engine Rubbing and 
Free Rotation 

(c) For Arriel 1 A, 1 A1, 1 A2, 1 C, 1 C1, 
1 C2, 1 E2, 1 K, 1 K1, 1 S, and 1 S1 engines 
with modification TU 197 installed, perform 
the following daily checks: 

(1) After the last flight of the day or after 
a ventilation (maximum of 5 seconds), 
immediately after engine stopping, listen for 
unusual engine rubbing noise during the gas 
generator rundown, and
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(2) During the check after the last flight of 
the day, when the T4 temperature is below 
150°C (302°F), perform a ventilation (5 
seconds maximum) during gas generator 
rundown or check for free rotation of the gas 
generator and unusual noise by turning the 
compressor by hand. 

(3) If any rubbing noise is heard and the 
source of the noise cannot be identified, 
replace module M03. 

Initial Borescope Inspection 
(d) For Arriel 1 A, 1 A1, 1 A2, 1 C, 1 C1, 

1 C2, 1 E2, 1 K, 1 K1, 1 S, and 1 S1 engines 
with modification TU 197 installed, do the 
following: 

(1) Perform initial borescope inspections 
for cracks of the second stage nozzle guide 
vanes (NGV2) in accordance with 2.B.(a) 
through 2.B.(c)(2) of Turbomeca ASB No. 
A292 72 0212, Update 5, dated August 8, 
2001, and the schedules specified in the 
following Table 1:

TABLE 1.—INITIAL BORESCOPE 
INSPECTION 

Number of cycles-
since-new or overhaul 
(CSN) on the effective 

date of this AD. 

Initial inspection 

(1) Modules M03 with 
fewer than 1,000 
CSN.

Before accumulating 
1,100 CSN. 

(2) Modules M03 with 
1,000 CSN or 
greater.

Within 100 additional 
cycles-in-service 
(CIS) after the ef-
fective date of this 
AD. 

(2) If the 2nd stage nozzle guide vanes do 
not meet the acceptance criteria specified in 
2.B.(c)(2) of ASB A292 72 0212, Update 5, 
dated August 8, 2001, replace module M03. 

First Repetitive Borescope Inspection 
(e) Thereafter, for Arriel 1 A, 1 A1, 1 A2, 

1 C, 1 C1, 1 C2, 1 E2, 1 K, 1 K1, 1 S, and 
1 S1 engines with modification TU 197 
installed, do the following:

(1) Perform the first repetitive borescope 
inspection for cracks of the NGV2 in 
accordance with 2.B.(a) through 2.(c)(2) of 
Turbomeca ASB No. A292 72 0212, Revision 
5, dated August 8, 2001 and the schedules 
specified in the following Table 2:

TABLE 2.—REPETITIVE BORESCOPE 
INSPECTIONS 

If Module M03 has al-
ready been checked 

Then repeat inspec-
tion 

(1) Once, before 900 
CSN.

Before 1,100 CSN 
and then between 
1,900 and 2,100 
CSN. 

(2) Twice, before 900 
CSN without propa-
gation of cracks re-
corded between the 
first and second 
check.

Before 1,500 CSN. 

(3) Twice, before 900 
CSN with propaga-
tion of cracks re-
corded between the 
first and second 
check.

Before 1,100 CSN 
and then between 
1,900 and 2,100 
CSN. 

(4) Once, after 900 
CSN.

Between 1,900 and 
2,100 CSN. 

(2) If the 2nd stage nozzle guide vanes do 
not meet the acceptance criteria specified in 
2.B.(c)(2) of ASB A292 72 0212, Update 5, 
dated August 8, 2001, replace module M03. 

Subsequent Repetitive Borescope Inspection 
(f) Thereafter, for Arriel 1 A, 1 A1, 1 A2, 

1 C, 1 C1, 1 C2, 1 E2, 1 K, 1 K1, 1 S, and 
1 S1 engines with modification TU 197 
installed, do the following: 

(1) Repeat the borescope inspection of the 
NGV2 in accordance with 2.B.(a) through 
2.B.(c)(2) of Turbomeca ASB No. A292 72 
0212, Update 5, dated August 8, 2001 at 
intervals not to exceed 2,100 cycles-since-
last-inspection (CSLI). 

(2) If the 2nd stage nozzle guide vanes do 
not meet the acceptance criteria specified in 
2.B.(c)(2) of ASB A292 72 0212, Update 5, 
dated August 8, 2001, replace module M03. 

Replacement of Modification TU 197 
(g) For 1 A, 1 A1, 1 A2, 1 C, 1 C1, 1 C2, 

1 E2, 1K, 1 K1, 1 S, and 1 S1 engines that 
have modification TU 197 installed, install 
the improved 2nd stage nozzle guide vanes, 
modification TU 202 at next shop visit after 
the effective date of this AD, but not later 
than December 31, 2006, in accordance with 
2.B. through 2.C. of Arriel 1 ASB No. A292 
72 0150, Update No. 6, dated September 4, 
2000. 

Terminating Action 

(h) Installation of the improved 2nd stage 
nozzle guide vane, modification TU202, 
constitutes terminating action to the checks 
and inspections required by paragraphs 
(c)(1), (c)(2), and (d)(1) through (d)(3) of this 
AD. 

(i) The checks required by paragraph (c)(1) 
and (c)(2) of this AD may be performed by 
the pilot holding at least a private pilot 
certificate as an exception to the 
requirements of part 43 of the Federal 
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 43). The 
checks must be recorded in accordance with 
§§ 43.9 and 91.417(a)(2)(v) of the Federal 
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 43.9 and 14 
CFR 91.417(a)(2)(v)), and the records must be 
maintained as required by the applicable 
Federal Aviation Regulation. 

Alternative Methods of Compliance 

(j) An alternative method of compliance or 
adjustment of the compliance time that 
provides an acceptable level of safety may be 
used if approved by the Manager, Engine 
Certification Office (ECO). Operators must 
submit their request through an appropriate 
FAA Principal Maintenance Inspector, who 
may add comments and then send it to the 
Manager, ECO.

Note 2: Information concerning the 
existence of approved alternative methods of 
compliance with this airworthiness directive, 
if any, may be obtained from the ECO.

Special Flight Permits 

(k) Special flight permits may be issued in 
accordance with §§ 21.197 and 21.199 of the 
Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 21.197 
and 21.199) to operate the helicopter to a 
location where the requirements of this AD 
can be done. 

Documents That Have Been Incorporated by 
Reference 

(l) The actions must be done in accordance 
with the following Turbomeca alert service 
bulletins:

Document No. Pages Revision Date 

A292 72 0150 ............................................................................................................... All .............................. 6 September 4, 
2000. 

Total pages: 9 
A292 72 0212 ............................................................................................................... All .............................. 5 August 8, 2001. 

Total pages: 12 

This incorporation by reference was 
approved by the Director of the Federal 
Register in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) 
and 1 CFR part 51. Copies may be obtained 
from Turbomeca, 40220 Tarnos, France; 
telephone (33) 05 59 64 40 00, fax (33) 05 59 
64 60 80. Copies may be inspected at the 
FAA, New England Region, Office of the 

Regional Counsel, 12 New England Executive 
Park, Burlington, MA; or at the Office of the 
Federal Register, 800 North Capitol Street, 
NW, suite 700, Washington, DC.

Note 3: The subject of this AD is addressed 
in DGAC airworthiness directive DGAC 98–
311 (A) R1, dated October 7, 1998.

Effective Date 

(m) This amendment becomes effective on 
September 12, 2003.
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Issued in Burlington, Massachusetts, on 
July 29, 2003. 
Robert G. Mann, 
Acting Manager, Engine and Propeller 
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 03–19836 Filed 8–7–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 2003–SW–33–AD; Amendment 
39–13255; AD 2003–14–51] 

RIN 2120–AA64

Airworthiness Directives; MD 
Helicopters, Inc., Model MD900 
Helicopters

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Final rule; request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: This document publishes in 
the Federal Register an amendment 
adopting Airworthiness Directive (AD) 
2003–14–51, which was sent previously 
to all known U.S. owners and operators 
of the specified MD Helicopters, Inc. 
(MDHI) helicopters by individual 
letters. This AD requires checking and 
inspecting each main rotor blade 
retention bolt (bolt) and replacing the 
bolt with an airworthy bolt if necessary. 
The actions specified by this AD are 
intended to prevent failure of a bolt, loss 
of main rotor blade, and subsequent loss 
of control of the helicopter.
DATES: Effective August 25, 2003, to all 
persons except those persons to whom 
it was made immediately effective by 
Emergency AD 2003–14–51, issued on 
July 2, 2003, which contained the 
requirements of this amendment. 

The incorporation by reference of 
certain publications listed in the 
regulations is approved by the Director 
of the Federal Register as of August 25, 
2003. 

Comments for inclusion in the Rules 
Docket must be received on or before 
October 7, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments in 
triplicate to the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), Office of the 
Regional Counsel, Southwest Region, 
Attention: Rules Docket No. 2003–SW–
33–AD, 2601 Meacham Blvd., Room 
663, Fort Worth, Texas 76137. You may 
also send comments electronically to 
the rules Docket at the following 
address: 9-asw-adcomments@faa.gov.

The service information referenced in 
this AD may be obtained from MD 

Helicopters Inc., Attn: Customer 
Support Division, 4555 E. McDowell 
Rd., Mail Stop M615–GO48, Mesa, 
Arizona 85215–9734, telephone 1–800–
388–3378, fax 480–891–6782, or on the 
web at http://www.mdhelicopters.com. 
This information may be examined at 
the FAA, Office of the Regional Counsel, 
Southwest Region, 2601 Meacham 
Blvd., Room 663, Fort Worth, Texas; or 
at the Office of the Federal Register, 800 
North Capitol Street, NW., suite 700, 
Washington, DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jon 
Mowery, Aviation Safety Engineer, 
FAA, Los Angeles Aircraft Certification 
Office, Airframe Branch, 2960 
Paramount Blvd., Lakewood, California 
90712, telephone (562) 627–5322, fax 
(562) 627–5210.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June 
20, 2003, the FAA issued an Emergency 
AD (EAD) 2003–13–51 for the specified 
MDHI model helicopters that contained 
interim actions until certain 
investigations were complete. That EAD 
reuqires certain checks and inspections 
of bolt, part number (P/N) 
900R3100001–103, replacing the bolt 
with an airworthy bolt if necessary. That 
action was prompted by two instances 
of failure of a bolt. 

Since the issuance of that EAD, we 
have new information that indicates that 
the pilot check and torque inspection 
required by the EAD can be limited to 
certain bolts. We also determined that 
disassembly and a more detailed 
inspection of the condition of each bolt 
is necessary. On July 2, 2003, we 
superseded EAD 2003–13–51 by issuing 
EAD 2003–14–51, which requires 
certain checks and inspections of 
certain bolts and replacing any bolt with 
an airworthy bolt if necessary. The EAD 
also provides terminating action for the 
requirements of the EAD. 

The FAA has reviewed MD 
Helicopters Service Bulletin SB900–
092R1, dated June 30, 2003 (SB), which 
describes procedures for disassembling 
and inspecting the bolts. 

Since the unsafe condition described 
is likely to exist or develop on other 
MDHI helicopters of the same type 
design, the FAA issued EAD 2003–14–
51 to prevent failure of a bolt, loss of a 
main rotor blade, and subsequent loss of 
control of the helicopter. The AD 
requires the following:

• Before further flight, remove, 
inspect, and reinstall each bolt, unless 
accomplished previously. If segments 
do not move freely or a crack is found, 
replace the bolt with an airworthy bolt 
before further flight. 

• Thereafter, until the terminating 
action is accomplished, before each start 

of the engines for each bolt with 400 or 
more hours TIS, do a visual check. A 
pilot may perform the visual check. 

• If a bolt has shifted upward or if 
there is no gap between the thrust 
washer and retainer (the gap indicates 
that the O ring is intact), before further 
flight, inspect the bolt. 

• At specified intervals, until you 
accomplish the terminating action, for 
bolts with 400 or more hours TIS, do a 
cam lever force inspection on each bolt, 
without removing the bolt. 

• Within 30 days, for bolts with 400 
or more hours TIS, disassemble, inspect, 
and reinstall each airworthy bolt. If a 
crack, fretting, or corrosion is found, 
replace the bolt with an airworthy bolt 
before further flight. 

• Before accumulating 400 hours TIS, 
for each bolt with less than 400 hours 
TIS, disassemble, inspect, and reinstall 
each airworthy bolt. If a crack, fretting, 
or corrosion is found, replace the bolt 
with an airworthy bolt before further 
flight. 

Doing the required disassembly and 
inspections of each bolt, P/N 
900R3100001–103, constitutes 
terminating action for the requirements 
of this AD. The actions must be 
accomplished in accordance with the 
service bulletin described previously. 

An owner/operator (pilot), holding at 
least a private pilot certificate, may 
perform the visual checks required by 
paragraph (b) of this AD and must enter 
compliance into the aircraft 
maintenance records in accordance with 
14 CFR sections 43.11 and 
91.417(a)(2)(v)). A pilot may perform 
this check because it is a visual check 
for a gap or movement of the bolt and 
can be performed equally well by a pilot 
or a mechanic. 

The short compliance time involved 
is required because the previously 
described critical unsafe condition can 
adversely affect the controllability or 
structural integrity of the helicopter. 
Therefore, removing, inspecting, and 
reinstalling each bolt at the specified 
time intervals, and replacing any 
unairworthy bolt with an airworthy bolt 
is required before further flight and this 
AD must be issued immediately. 

Since it was found that immediate 
corrective action was required, notice 
and opportunity for prior public 
comment thereon were impracticable 
and contrary to the public interest, and 
good cause existed to make the AD 
effective immediately by individual 
letters issued on July 2, 2003, to all 
known U.S. owners and operators of 
MDHI Model MD900 helicopters. These 
conditions still exist, and the AD is 
hereby published in the Federal
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